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| ntroduction

This Specia Airworthiness Information Bulletin alerts you, owners, operators, and repair facilities of
Pratt & Whitney (PW) JT9D seriesturbofan engines and Principal Maintenance Inspectorsin
FAA's FSDOs of the importance of proper maintenance of precision bearings. An inflight
shutdown and engine fire can potentially occur if the bearings are not properly maintained.

Background

We have received numerous service difficulty reports regarding problems with failed JT9D bearings,
especially the #3 bearing assembly. The most notable of these failures occurred when a Boeing 747
experienced an engine fire during a cargo flight. Heat generated by a#3 bearing failure ignited oil on
the main gearbox housing. Also, there were several #3 bearings that failed soon after being serviced
at arepair shop that didn’t use PW repair procedures. We are also aware of failed bearings as a result
of airlines exceeding PW suggested maintenance intervals. PW has established bearing maintenance
intervals through data, analysis, and service experience.

Recommendations

We highly recommend that you follow Pratt & Whitney’ s maintenance recommendations for JT9D
precision parts, especially bearings. Their recommendations could prevent potential safety issues,
such as engine fires, as well as costly failures.
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